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Report Findings from the Original Committee:

● This is a coming of age story. Girl, Rose, is struggling. She doesn't know where she belongs as a teenager.

Guessing she's maybe 12 or 13. Windy is older. They used to have a lot of fun together.  Windy represents the

childhood that Rose used to have, but she is wondering what it‘s like to be a teenager. Her mother corrects her

when she uses bad language. This is a classic coming of age novel.

● I see real value for some of the things said above. Adolescence is a confusing time and so many issues that are

brought up that they are trying to navigate.

● It is important that kids be able to have exposure to the issues that occur in a book in a place that opens up

conversation with adults.

● I looked up the author and illustrator and they mentioned that the main character is often afraid, confused,  and

upset that things are happening. Reading about these topics allows students to see these struggles at a distance

without a price. She is exposed to things outside of her comfort zone.

● The book promotes having empathy for others. Developing empathy is very much needed in our current climate.

I agree with this. Rockwood promotes social emotional learning.

● The challenger talked about how the book encourages things. I don't think the book encourages anything. It

really discourages the behavior.  It’s realistic fiction and helps you draw your own conclusion and decide it’s not

right. I don’t agree that this book is glamorizing, encouraging or demeaning towards women.  You don’t get a

favorable impression of the guys that are talking this way. I think it does the opposite of demeaning women. It

shows women who are strong and powerful.  The mom saves the girl from drowning. It has real value in helping

kids understand the complexity of growing up.

● In reference to the slut shaming, the mom shut that down and made it known that it was not ok. It was not

glamorizing,  but showed  that it was a horrible thing.

● This is a cautionary tale and proves that boys might not be there for the girl. He might not be their knight in

shining armor, and there are repercussions for behavior. I’d rather my kids read about these things and not have

real life consequences.

● The mother’s miscarrage and the trouble it caused in their marriage as a result was realistic.  A kid may have this

happen and may not realize how impactful that can be. This is something I’ve never read before at a young adult

level. Didn’t find much explicit content in this book.

● I don’t love this book. It’s not a great plot line. It doesn’t nicely tie a bow on the lesson, but isn’t that what

adolescent life is like?

● The book mimics the chaos of adolescence. It’s hard to be the oldest friend and youngest friend. It‘s hard to have

a baby you don’t want or want a baby you can't have. It shows that there are so many ways being a woman can

be challenging.

● It was a sample of the difficulties of adolescence. The author did a good job in creating the discomfort of

adolescence. It leaves people a little uneasy, but it works.

● This book reminds me of  summer camp. This is what kids do when adults are not around. This is what happens.

It’s not a language that I like, but it is accurate.

● I was not a fan of the book, but I don’t understand why it’s being challenged. It is not going to teach kids any

words that they haven’t already heard.



● This was not my favorite book,  but it touched on a lot of things. Readers can experience these things from a safe

distance and have a chance to observe and pass their own judgment and draw their own conclusions.  None are

presented in a light that is favorable. The main character didn’t want to be in that world. The ending did a nice

job of helping her understand what her mom and dad were going through.  This book included issues a lot of kids

struggle with.

● The book also honors the value of art. It won a Caldecott honor which was given to the illustrator.

● There is a lot of perspective to consider in this book. There are a range of ages: grandma, parents, teens and

preteens.

● The challenger felt like there were no good human beings in this book, but I thought there were. The author

does a good job in making us dislike some that were in the book.

● Teens were calling each other names in the book, but that’s realistic.

● Kids can see through happy, rosey stories right away.  It is true we want kids to handle a situation better than

those boys did. This story was set up as a cautionary tale and shows what not to do. The ramification is cause

and effect leading to bad choices which leads to more bad choices.

● You can learn something from  good behavior or bad behavior; you either want to emulate or don’t want to

emulate. For example, I’m not doing that because it didn't work out the way they thought it would. We cannot

have all rosey pictures in the books we read as that isn’t reasonable.

● The challenger stated that graphic novels are an enticement to reluctant/struggling readers. I see that as good;

we want to entice reluctant readers to read.

● This book is not one of my favorites, but don’t see anything that would harm a high schooler. If it was a movie, it

may be rated PG  13 or 14.

● Committee consensus was to retain in high school libraries without restriction.

Appeal Committee Findings:

● There was discussion about whether the process was followed.

● There was discussion about why the book was selected for the library.

● There was discussion about why students weren’t on the committee.

Appeal Committee Recommendation:

● Uphold the findings of the Challenge Committee.
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